5 Minutas witn 99 Gordary-Gotta

So what happened to A FROZEN WORLD?

| took a break from writing & publishing A FROZEN WORLD after the 2007 Ouray competition. | had a rather
desultory finish at Ouray in 2007 failed to qualify for the final so it was time to focus on my own climbing and
competing for a while. | plan to resume publishing some form of an e-zine about mixed climbing in 2008.

Okay then so what have you been up to?

Climbing and competing, | have been to Quebec, Montana, France, Switzerland and of course active here at
home in Colorado, mostly mixed and dry-tool but also some goulotte climbing in the Mont Blanc Massif. |
have met a lot of different people from numerous countries, climbed with them, ate and drank with them, it’s
all been very positive.

So what have you learned, enlighten us...

Mostly that the American preoccupation with “mixed is dead” is a fallacy, mixed climbing is not a distinct
form of climbing apart from “ice climbing”, mixed is what ice climbing has morphed into. Leashless, mixed,
dry-tool are all elements of a modern winter-climbing continuum, when the ice runs out you dry-tool.
Individuals who decry mixed or dry-tooling have not only missed the boat, they are passed-out cold on the
wharf.

Okay, contrast the mixed scene in Europe with that in the United States.

Europe meaning the continent has a strong alpine tradition so winter climbing including mixed is very
popular there. The Europeans view competition in a very positive light so attending the numerous regional
and international ice-climbing competitions held there each winter is a big draw for the Euro-climbers. Here
in the States dry-tooling is somewhat frowned upon, there are many people who boulder and rock-climb but
they have little interest in dry-tooling. This is a shame really because mixed combines the athleticism of rock-
climbing with the gravitas of alpinism, it is THE most exciting form of climbing.

Why do you feel the Americans are so “cool” to mixed?

Concepts such as total-dry crags, indoor dry-tooling competitions, winter competitions on artificial
structures have no real following here, to even suggest such ideas out loud can elicit scorn. This is most
peculiar in the sense that Jeff Lowe really invented modern mixed climbing with his ascent of Octopussy in
1994. | think that without the competition aspect the Americans operate in a vacuum, there is little
interaction between climbers from different regions of the United States so they remain somewhat
suspicious of one another. In Europe if you are French you can’t growl at the Austrians when they come to
your crags because next week you will be at their crag or even worse, stuck with them in isolation for five
hours at the Ice World Cup!

What about the American climbing publications?

The major American climbing publications pay scant attention to winter climbing, even the winter issues of
these magazines inevitably have a rock-climbing-themed cover, the content of these publications with few
exceptions deals almost entirely with rock-climbing and bouldering. If anything there is even less coverage
of winter climbing by these periodicals than there was say ten years ago.

So then what’s your vision for mixed in the States?

The explosion of gyms has accounted for the huge surge in bouldering and rock-climbing here in the States,
so why not introduce dry-tooling into gyms? There is a good deal of mixed terrain out there and the
opportunities for total dry are almost limitless, what is lacking is the body of motivated climbers to utilize this
potential as young climbers are not being exposed to dry-tooling. Climbing will soon be an Olympic event,
competition dry-tooling WILL be included in future winter Olympics, of this | am certain.

Many of the European mountaineering federations have foreseen the Olympic involvement, as a result they
are already fielding strong contingents of climbers at the Ice Climbing World Cup Events. As it stands the
Europeans are beating the Americans at what was our own game, this is due to a lack of imagination, a
fossilization of thinking on the part of climbers here. There are numerous ice-climbing festivals here in the
United States, all they need is some scaffolding some, some panels, some plastic holds, some ice features
and some numbered jerseys and voila! You have a competition! After all, if you build it then they will come. I’ll
certainly be there...

Rob Cordery-Cotter Photo: RCC at Saas Fee, 2008 image by Rob Gibson.

afrozenworld@yahoo.com
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